Fly Safe, Fly Smart...
MDOT MAA encourages all
recreational UAS operators
to use FAA’s B4UFLY App
before flying your remote
controlled aircraft. B4UFLY is
an easy-to-use smart phone
app that helps unmanned
aircraft operators determine whether there are
any restrictions or requirements in effect at the
location where they want to fly.

Useful Links & Resources
•

FAA UAS Homepage, http://www.faa.gov/uas/

•

FAA Remote ID, https://www.faa.gov/uas/
getting_started/remote_id/drone_pilots/

•

FAA Advisory Circular 91-57B, Exception for Limited Recreational Operations of Unmanned Aircraft, https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/
media/Advisory_Circular/AC_91-57B.pdf

•

Authorization for limited recreational operations,
https://www.faa.gov/uas/recreational_fliers/
new_changes_recreational_uas/
media/44809_authorization.pdf

•

No Drone Zone, https://www.faa.gov/uas/
resources/community_engagement/
no_drone_zone/

•

MDOT MAA Office of Regional Aviation, http://
www.marylandregionalaviation.aero

https://www.faa.gov/uas/recreational_fliers/
where_can_i_fly/b4ufly/

Don’t forget to register your UAS. If your UAS
weighs between .55lbs and 55lbs, you need to
register it with the FAA.
The registration process is quick and simple;
just go to:
https://registermyuas.faa.gov/

MDOT MAA is committed to
promoting the safe and responsible
use of Unmanned Aircraft Systems.
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Remote ID Requirements

(per FAA guidelines)

After September 16, 2022, manufacturers and producers
of UAS must comply with the final rule's requirements
for them (i.e. remote ID capability built into the drone
or as an attachment module to older models).

•

Mandatory on-line training requirements coming soon - faa.gov.

•

Do fly at or below 400’ when in “uncontrolled”
airspace (Glass G) and remain clear of
surrounding obstacles.

After September 16, 2023, all drone pilots required to
register their UAS must operate their aircraft in
accordance with the final rule on remote ID.

Do not fly in controlled airspace unless you are
flying at a recreational flyer fixed site that has an
agreement with the FAA.

Flying a UAS at established recreational
flying locations is encouraged

•

•

Keep the aircraft within visual line of sight at all
times.

•

Remain well clear of and do not interfere with
manned aircraft operations.

•

Do follow your Community Based
Organization’s procedures for safe flight activity.

•

Don’t fly near people or stadiums or near
emergencies (i.e. firefighting or law enforcement
activity).

•

Don’t fly an aircraft that weighs 55lbs. or more.

•

Don’t be careless or reckless with the unmanned
aircraft - UAS operator could be fined for
endangering people or other aircraft.

•

Do take training to increase knowledge of
airspace and operating rules. Visit https://
www.faa.gov/uas/recreational_fliers/ for details.

FAA-recognized identification areas (FRIAs),
commonly located in parks and at RC flying clubs, are
an ideal location to fly your UAS safely. In addition,
you can meet other enthusiasts, learn how to fly safely
and improve your flying skills.

Check your local community webpage for more
information on recreational flying areas near you. Also
FAA has a list of approved recreational flying areas that
are within controlled airspace.

TIP: A good place to start learning about the
FAA’s UAS Policy is by reading the FAQs at:
http://faa.gov/uas
Minimize your risk near airports
AC 91-57B provides guidance on what, where,
when a recreational sUAS operation may take
place in the National Airspace System.
The FAA is upgrading the online system, known
as LAANC (the Low Altitude Authorization and
Notification Capability), so that recreational
operations can get automated airspace
authorizations to fly in controlled airspace. The
new law also requires: (1) Drone operators to pass
an online aeronautical knowledge and safety test
and carry proof of test passage and (2) the FAA to
issue guidance for how it will recognize
community based organizations.
NOTE - This advisory circular provides guidance
to model aircraft operators and does not apply to
use by persons or companies for business
purposes.

FAA Authority
The FAA has authority over all airspace
within the National Airspace System under
Title 49 40103USC.

In Maryland, the Unmanned Aircraft Systems Research, Development, Regulation, and Privacy Act of 2015 (Statute § 14–301, et seq) authorizes only the State to enact law(s) or take any other action to prohibit, restrict, or regulate the testing or operation of unmanned aircraft systems in the State. The Act preempts the authority of
a local county or municipal government to prohibit, restrict, or regulate the testing or operation of unmanned aircraft systems and supersedes any existing law or ordinance of a county or municipality that prohibits, restricts, or regulates the testing of operation of unmanned aircraft systems. For an explanation of the law or to share
your experiences, please contact MDOT MAA at 410.859.7064 or asolanki@mdot.maryland.gov

